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Queen Crunk! When Diplo released “Take It Off” in 2009, he didn’t put it in the back pocket of some
‘80s pop princess with a snake-hipped belt. He put it in your pocket. “I didn’t wanna sound like what
everyone else in the club was gonna sound like, and I didn’t wanna be making dubstep,” he said.
“And a bunch of guys in Houston asked me what I was doing. And I had to explain to them. So I
started to experiment around with it.” Within weeks, it was all over the ‘nets and after a few more
spins at the request of DJs (and hip-hop producers) T-Pain, Raekwon and Kanye, it arrived on the
Billboard Hot 100. The hit’s arrival gave Diplo a different perspective on the state of pop music.
“Before, I never thought about pop music being in a rut,” he said. “Now, I feel like pop music is still
missing something.” To prove his point, Diplo — born Thomas Wesley Pentz III — just dropped a new
single. It’s called “Big Girl Crying” and, as he told the Examiner, it’s not a different flavor of whiskey
for the DJ. “I was gonna make a bubbly song, but I don’t feel like that works with this setting,” he
said. “This is pretty much a party record.” The song, which Diplo described as about being “in a
relationship and not being able to communicate,” sounds like a Diplo production in the vein of “Take
It Off” with a hook from Mason Musso’s “Bl
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